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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Looking at the picture of the old spark gap 
transmitter used back in the days of early ham 
radio, one can't help but not reflect on the 
tremendous progress that has been made in 
radio technology. 


There are some of us that could be considered 
"old timers" if your first rig used vacuum tubes. 
Many of used home made transmitters in which 
the tube operated at a high voltage, high 
enough to be lethal. Special care had to be 
made when "poking" around inside one of 
them. But we managed to survive those days 
and graduate into the solid state era. Gone are 
the high voltages. 


Todays radios are a lot smaller, do a lot more, 
but, unfortunately come with a learning curve 

as | am finding out with my VHF/UHF radio in 

the car. 


Today the marriage of radio and computer is 
commonplace and the future could be a 
computer with an antenna connector. 


This month's meeting will be at McDougle Hall 
at the Developmental Center. 


A reminder to bring the 2011 club dues to the 
meeting. 


Hope to see you all there as there are many 
items on the agenda to discuss. 


73, Jim, KEUUW 
Here is an interesting site that answers a lot of 


questions of our Ham lingo. 
http://www.ac6v.com/73.htm 
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Can anyone see where the computer interface 
port is?? 


We've all heard the slogan "When All 
Else Fails"... 


...and it has a certain truth but consider what 
happens when the communications outages to 
which we respond are intentional - when all 
else is made to fail. Back in the Soviet Union's 
fading days of glasnost, a coup attempted to 
restore the old government structure. While not 
well-known, some Russian hams passed 
information around the country, playing a game 
of electromagnetic cat-and-mouse with the 
would-be authorities trying to follow and jam 
them across the bands and modes. 


Months later, when the Lithuanian parliament 
in Vilnius was surrounded by Russian military 
forces, authority of the government was 
transferred to a minister outside the country via 
the ham radio club station inside the parliament 


building. Finally, there was the tale of the "Last 
Voice from Kuwait" as one ham kept 
transmitting even under occupation. 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Fieldtrip Opportunity 


Stan, NJ6E, has made arrangements for a trip 
to visit the Sutro Tower transmitting site in San 
Francisco. 


No firm plans have been made, but if you are 
interested in going, let us know at the next 
meeting so we can fix a date and arrange 
transportation. 


—Jlm, KEUUW 


Senate Bill 191 Inroduced 


On Wednesday, January 26, Senator Joe 
Lieberman (ID-CT), along with Senator Susan 
Collins (R-ME), introduced Senate Bill 191, 
The Amateur Radio Emergency 
Communications Enhancement Act of 2011. 
Similar to HR 81 -- also called The Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications 
Enhancement Act of 2011 -- that was 


introduced by Representative Sheila Jackson 
Lee (D-TX-18) on January 5. 


The bill, if passed, would direct the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) to undertake a 
study on emergency communications. S 191 
has been referred to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. 
Lieberman is the Chairman of the committee, 
while Collins is the Ranking Member. 


The objective of the bill -- which is supported 
by the ARRL -- is for the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to study the uses and 
capabilities of Amateur Radio communications 
in emergencies and disaster relief and to 
identify and make recommendations regarding 
impediments to Amateur Radio 
communications, such as the effects of private 
land use regulations on residential antenna 
installations. (from ARRL newsletter) 


FIELD DAY CHANGES 


There is one rule change for 2011. Starting this 
year, all stations operating in Class A may use 


a free VHF station without increasing their 
operating category. This is designed to 
encourage more activity on the VHF bands, 
especially 6 and 2 meters, during the best 
sporadic-E season of the year. (ARRL 
newsletter) 


MINUTES JANUARY 19 MEETING 


The meeting was called to order by the 
Honorable President, James Hill, KEUUW at 
7:30 PM on January 19, 2011. 


Introductions were made. There were 17 
people in attendance including 2 guests: Alan 
Rosenthal KE7WCZ and Jeanne Bowman, 
KI6TIL and speaker for the evening, Chuck 
Ternes, N6OJ. Members in attendance were, 
WD6BOR, KF6FZN, NN6uJ, KIGDPZ, NJ6E, 
KA2QQ0O, MK6KLL, N7PIB, NEPWV, W1EuJ, 
N6KM, KG6QNT, K6BUUW and KD6FIL. 


Vice President, Ed, W1EUJ said that dues are 
due. He talked about how we get new 
members and welcomed our visitors for the 
evening, Alan ad Jeanne. 


Treasurer, Desmond, KI6DPZ, said that we 
had money and was accepting dues. Jim Hill 
submitted a bill. 


ACS, Ken, N6KM said that he was planning 
some Saturday morning drills/exercises 
including some class room sessions. If anyone 
has topics they would like covered they should 
contact him. The dates will be published in the 
future. 


N6P, Point Reyes Lighthouse, ARLHS 
Lighthouse on the Air Event is planned for 
August 6 and 7. Go to ARLHS.com to see what 
the event is all about. This is a fun event and 
everyone is invited to come out to the 
lighthouse and operate. 


Website, the website is looking good. We have 
the VE sessions posted with the correct dates 
and are looking for net control stations for May 
June and July for Vomarc and March and May 
for ACS. 


Old Business 


Status of Tax forms. Marty KIGRTP was 
working on this. 


ARRL club information has been updated. 


Club member Al, KIGLNK has moved to 
Westpoint California. 


New Business 


World Radio, do we want to list VOMARC in 
World Radio for $70 per year. The feeling was 
that since it is an on-line publication now, it is 
not worth it for the amount of exposure we will 
get. 


Hamfest. Publicity needs to get started for the 
hamfest. The information needs to get to the 
National publications (QST and CQ) by the end 
of January to get published in time for the 
event on April 30. We need someone to try and 
solicit donations for the raffle. We also need to 
get emails out to all the local clubs to see if we 
can get into their April Newsletter. 


Future Presentations: We the group be 
interested in a presentation on KPH and the 
Marine Radio Historical Society. — The answer 
was YES. The club is also going to look at 
getting Bob Vallio, the ARRL Pacific Division 
Director to come up and speak. This will need 
to be coordinated with other clubs in the area 
so that we get a big turnout. 


There is a code class scheduled by the SCRA 
group and put on by John Breckenridge in 
Santa Rosa. Go to 
http://www.sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/c 
lasses.html to check out all the classes that are 
offered by SCRA. 


The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM 


The Presentation on Log Book of the World 
was made by Chuck Ternes, N6OuJ. Chuck put 
the power point presentation on a thumb drive 
and if you would like a copy please let KD6FIL 
know. Thank you, Chuck, for coming over from 
Petaluma to make the presentation. 


Fractal Antennas: Hype or Hope? 
—By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


QRZ.Com currently has a very interesting item 
on fractal antennas 
(http://forums.grz.com/showthread.php ?t=2776 
23). While the idea of applying fractals to the 
design and construction of antennas has been 
around for quite some time, very few hams 
have actually built them, and there are 
currently no companies building commercial 


fractal antennas for the ham radio market. The 
question, of course, is why? 


Those that are hyping fractal antennas—most 
notably W1YW, CEO of Fractal Antenna 
Systems—claim several advantages. These 
advantages purportedly include wider 
bandwidth and smaller size when compared to 
traditional antennas, such as verticals and 
dipoles. Those that are trying to debunk these 
claims contend that this is all just hogwash, 
and that there's no real scientific basis for 
these claims. 


One thing that's confounding this debate is that 
there have been very few articles published on 
the topic. For commercial reasons, W1YW has 
made his articles unavailable. He says that he 
will be publishing something real soon now, but 
there is nothing definite at this point. 


There is at least one article on the Internet that 
describes the construction of a fractal antenna 
for amateur radio use. "FYI:FYQ: Another look 
at the Fractal Quad Yagi" 
(http:/Awww.scribd.com/doc/18788401/FYIFQY) 
was published in the October 1999 issue of 73 
magazine. It describes the construction of a 
two-element, 10m antenna. Like most 73 
articles, it's not incredibly technical, though, 
and doesn't really contribute to the technical 
debate, except to demonstrate that physically 
small antennas can be made using fractal 
design. 


The PDF contains several photos of the 
antenna. It's a crazy contraption that looks 
relatively difficult to build. So difficult, in fact, 
that it makes me wonder if it's even worth it to 
try building one. After all, 10m antennas are 
not really all that big or all that difficult to build 
to begin with. 


Even more interesting than the antennas are 
the personalities on both sides of the debate. 
The QRZ.Com discussion quickly devolved into 
a flame war, with neither side scoring a 
knockout. 


Personally, | think the brouhaha is much ado 
about nothing. It seems to me that it's been 
demonstrated that you can build antennas 
using fractal design techniques. They are 
physically smaller than traditional antenna 


designs, but you really don't get something for 
nothing. Overall, they don't have as much gain 
as yagis or quads, and they're more complex to 
build. 


My opinion on this is that if W1YW can build 
antennas that radiate a signal and can sell 
those antennas to someone, then more power 
to him. In the end, his company will live and die 
by how well, his antennas work and how much 
they cost when compared to antennas from 
other companies. 


As for me, | think I'll stick with the more 
traditional HF antennas. If | need to make my 
antennas smaller, I'll use loading coils or 
designs such as the Moxon. | may not be on 
the bleeding edge of technology, but I'll 
certainly avoid a lot of headache trying to figure 
out who's right. 


When not avoiding flame wars on QRZ.Com, 
Dan, KB6NU, operates CW on the HF bands, 
writes and publishes license exam study 
guides, and teaches ham radio classes. You 
can find his ham radio blog at www.kb6nu.com. 


Now, | have a favor to ask you. If you have 
space in your newsletter this month, | would 
like to ask you to mention the new e-book 
versions of the No-Nonsense Technician Class 
License Study Guide. There is both an Amazon 
Kindle version (http://www.amazon.com/No- 
Nonsense-Technician-Class-License- 
ebook/dp/B004G8QVD2/ref=tmm_ kin title 07i 


e=UTF8&m=AGS56TWVUSXWC28&qid=129591 
7361 &sr=8-1) and a Barnes & Noble Nook 


version 

(http://productsearch.barnesandnoble.com/sea 
rch/results.aspx?W RD=kb6nu&page=index&pr 
od=univ&choice=allproducts&query=kb6nu&fla 


g=False&r=1 &ugrp=1). Both cost $9.99. Of 
course, the PDF version is still free on my 


website at www.kb6nu.com. 
Thanks & 73! 
Dan KB6NU 


2011 ACS 
Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


EILEEN 


| KG6QNT 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6BUUW 


MARCH 


APRIL 


MARTY 


KI6RTP 


MAY 


JUNE 


GEORGE 


K6ITE 


JULY 


CRAIG 


KF6QZP 


AUGUST 


KEN 


N6KM 


SEPTEMBER 


SAM 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


DICK 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


MIKE 


WD6TMH 


DECEMBER 


DARREL 


WD6BOR 


2011 VOMARC 


Net Control Assignments 


Name 


Call 


JANUARY 


ED 


| WIEJ 


FEBRUARY 


JIM 


K6UUW 


MARCH 


JOAN 


W6W XU 


APRIL 


DAVE 


KG6FIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


JULY 


AUGUST 


N6KM 


SEPTEMBER 


W5LTP 


OCTOBER 


KF6FZM 


NOVEMBER 


WD6BOR 


DECEMBER 


WB6TMH 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 15 EDITION 2 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — President, Training Officer 
Ed Jacobson W1EJ — Vice-President, 

Dave Dammuller KD6FIL — Secretary 

Desmond Kelly, KIGEDPZ — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 

Joel Nadler, NN6J — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the Sonoma Fire 
Station on 2" St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local 
(7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/> Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


Valley of the Moon ARC 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


THE NEXT MEETING IS Wed, FEBRUARY 16, 2011 at MC DOUGAL HALL AT THE 
DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER IN ELDRIDGE 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2011 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to Desmond KI6DZP, 416 Claudia Dr, Sonoma, CA 95476, or brought to the next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


